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United States Senate
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Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Hatch:
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This is in response to your letter of March 2, 1993, in which you expressed
your views regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket
No. 92-235,57 FR 54034 (1992). As you noted, this Notice attempts to
stimula~e growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services. You are specifically concerned about the potential impact of our
final rules on radio remote controlled airplane hobbyists.

Since your letter, the Academy of Model Aeronautics, Inc., (Academy) the
largest association representing such hobbyists, has filed formal comments and
met with representatives of the Private Radio Bureau to discuss their
concerns. We are eager to work with the Academy and their constituents to
develop rules to assure safe operation of their model planes to the maximum
extent possible. Thus, following the comment and reply comment periods (May
28, 1993 and July 14, 1993, respectively), we will endeavour to adopt
reasonable final rules as soon as possible.

We want to thank you for your interest. Your letter will be included in the
formal record of this proceeding.

Sincerely,

~~~
Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
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March 2, 1993

Mr. Steve Klitzman
Associate Director
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N~W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Notice of Proposed Rule Makino in PR Docket 92-235.

Dear Mr. Klitzman:

I wish to submit for the record my concerns regarding the
Notice 92-235.

I understand the need for the FCC to reevaluate its current
rules pertaining to. the regulation of industries and technologies
that are continually changing and evolving. Thus, I commend the
FCC for attempting, via Notice 92-235, to stimulate growth and
development of private land mobile radio technology and services
because of the benefit afforded to the national economy by
increased productivity of local governments, public safety
organizations, and businesses.

However, depending on what the FCC's final rule changes are,
there is the potential to significantly reduce the number of
usable frequencies presently available for radio control
hobbyists, whose individual rights are very important and must
not be overlooked. I believe that this is an issue of safety as
much as it is of potentially reduced recreational opportunities
for radio control hobbyists. .

For example, many model airplanes have wingspans up to 10
feet and weigh as much as 30 to 40 pounds. The models themselves
are expensive to build but are also capable of causing property
damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference
causes the operator to lose control of the craft. Potentially
exacerbating the problem are organized events where hundreds of
operators participate and may need the full complement of
frequencies in order to ensure safe flying conditions for
operators, spectators, and property owners.

Therefore, although I understand the need to improve the
regulatory environment for land mobile radio technology and
services, I think there can be a balance struck between that need
and the concerns of potentially~ffectedusers of similar
frequencies such as radio control hobbyists. Consequently, I
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request your serious consideration of the radio control
hobbyist's concerns in the FCC's process to change the rules
pertaining to land mobile radio services.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments, and I look
forward to receiving any pertinent information regarding the
progress of these proposed rule changes.

Senator
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